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CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 2104 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILIROUK 

SUB J : BRITISH MILITARY VISIT TO ROMANIA 
REF S: STATE 108293 ( NOTAL): LONDON 6608 

1. WE HAVE LITTLE TO ADD TO LONDON' S REPORTING ON 
VISIT OF SIR MICHAEL CARVER, CHIEF OF BRITISH GENERAL 
STAFF, WHICH WAS MADE TO RETURN LAST YEAR' S VISIT OF 
ROMANIAN CHIEF OF STAFF, COLONEL- GENERAL GHEORGHE ION, 
TO BRITAIN. BRITISH EMBASSY HERE TELLS US THAT VISIT 
CONSISTED ENTIRELY OF COURTESY CALLS AND VISITS ( INCLUDING 
USUAL MOUNTAIN REGIMENT AT PREDEAL) WITH A GOOD DEAL 

OF SIGHTSEEING. ATMOSPHERE WAS VERY FRIENDLY 
THROUGHOUT. BRITISH SOURCE STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT AT 
NO TIME WERE SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS ( SUCH AS ARMS PURCHASES 
OR COOPERATION IN MILITARY PRODUCTION) BROUGHT UP. 

2. MOST SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF UK- GOR EAST- WEST MILITARY 
EXCHANGE VISITS IS THAT THEY TOOK PLACE. BRITISH WERE 
PLEASED BECAUSE CARVER VISIT WAS FIRST HIGH- RANKING 
MILITARY VISIT TO AN EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRY SINCE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WORLD WAR II. ROMANIANS WERE UNDOUBTEDLY EAGER TO 
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DEMONSTRATE THEIR ABILITY TO ENJOY CORDIAL MILITARY TIES 
WITH WEST OUTSIDE OF WARSAW PACT FRAMEWORK. CEAUSESCU 
SPECIFICALLY ENDORSED SUCH RELATIONS IN REMARKS TO 
MAY 30 MEETING OF ARMY' S POLITICAL DIRECTORATE STAFF 
( BUCHAREST 2015), WHICH SIGNIFICANTLY TOOK PLACE DURING 
CARVER VISIT. 

3. WE WOULD QUESTION. HOWEVER, CHARACTERIZATION OF VISIT 
BY LONDON " TIMES" AND GOR EMBASSY LONDON AS " PRIVATE." 
SIR MICHAEL VISITED ROMANIA IN RESPONSE TO AN OFFICIAL 
INVITATION AND VISIT WAS DESCRIBED AS " OFFICIAL" IN 
BRIEF BUT UNAMBIGUOUS ROMANIAN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF VISIT. 
MARTENS 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 
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